
Amari & the Night Brothers,
by B.B. Alston

Thirteen-year-old Amari gets an
invitation from her missing
brother to join the Bureau of
Supernatural Affairs and join in
the fight against an evil
magician.

Becoming Muhammad Ali: A
Novel,
by James Patterson & Kwame
Alexander

A biographical novel tells the story
of Cassius Clay, the determined

boy who would one day become
Muhammad Ali, one of the

greatest boxers of all time. (OCLC)

Blue Skies, by Anne Bustard

France sends the Merci Train to
the United States to thank
America for helping France
during and after WWII, and one
of the train stops will be the
small town of Gladiola, Texas,
where ten-year-old Glory Bea
hopes for the greatest
miracle--that her
missing-in-action father will be on the train.

Clean Getaway, by Nic Stone

An eleven-year-old boy confronts
the realities of race relations, past

and present, and the mysterious
agenda of his unconventional

grandmother during an
unplanned spring break road trip

through the once-segregated
American South.

Connect the Dots, by Keith
Calabrese

Experiencing an outbreak
of random weirdness, from
stolen lunches to the
appearance of a giant dog,
sixth graders Oliver and
Frankie uncover the
activities of a brainy but
reclusive new classmate
who needs help making

friends.

Distress Signal, by Mary
Lambert

In this edge-of-your-seat
survival story, four

classmates are stranded in
a desert wilderness after a
flash flood separates them
from the rest of their grade.
Can they make it to safety?

Echo Mountain, by Lauren
Wolk

When twelve-year-old Ellie
and her family lose their
livelihood and move to a
mountain cabin in 1934,
she quickly learns to be an
outdoors woman and,
when needed, a healer.

Finn and the Intergalactic Lunchbox, by
Michael Buckley

When Earth is threatened by
an invading race of bugs

called the Plague,
eleven-year-old Finn, his

arch-nemesis, Lincoln, his
crush, Julep, and one pink
unicorn lunchbox become

Earth's last best hope
against destruction.
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Hide and Seeker, by Daka
Hermon

Joining his friends for a game of
hide-and-seek at the welcome

back party of a young neighbor
who mysteriously went missing for

a year and came back rather
changed, Justin watches in horror

as players are pulled into a
nightmarish alternate world

where they are terrorized by a
mysterious Seeker.

In the Red, by Christopher
Swiedler

Stranded hours from their home
on Mars with an already limited
supply of food, water, and air,
Michael and Lilith must risk
everything if they're to get back
to the colony alive.

Isaiah Dunn is My Hero, by Kelly
J. Baptist

Referring to his late father’s
journal for advice on how to be

the man of the house, young
Isaiah taps the support and ideas

of two school friends who help
him navigate rules and manage

without superpowers.

Katie the Catsitter, by Colleen
A. F. Venable

Twelve-year-old Katie is
dreading the boring summer
ahead until she realizes the
mysterious neighbor who hired
her to catsit is one of the city's
greatest supervillains.
(Titlewave)

Prairie Lotus, by Linda Sue
Park

In Dakota Territory in the
1880s, half-Chinese Hanna

and her white father face
racism and resistance to

change as they try to make
a home for themselves.

Railway Jack: The True
Story of an Amazing
Baboon, by KT
Johnston

Jim was a South African
railway inspector in the
late 1800s who lost his
legs in an accident while
at work. Unable to
perform all his tasks with
his disability but desperate to keep his job, Jim
discovered a brilliant solution: a baboon
named Jack.

Red, White, and Whole, by
Rajani Larocca

A heartbreakingly hopeful
#ownvoices novel in verse
about an Indian American

girl whose life is turned
upside down when her

mother is diagnosed with
leukemia. (Titlewave)

Scritch
Scratch, by Lindsay Currie

Haunted after helping her
father on his ghost-themed
Chicago bus tour,
twelve-year-old Claire must
discover what the spectral
boy from the bus wants
before it is too late.

The Total Eclipse of Nestor
Lopez, by Adrianna
Cuevas

A Cuban American boy
must use his secret ability

to communicate with
animals to save the

inhabitants of his town
when they are threatened
by a tule vieja, a witch that

transforms into animals.

Unspeakable: The
Tulsa Race Massacre,
by Carole Boston
Weatherford

A powerful look at the
1921 Tulsa race
massacre, one of the
worst incidents of racial
violence in our nation's
history.

War Stories, by Gordon
Korman

Visiting the small French
village that his veteran

grandfather helped liberate
during World War II, an avid

young player of war video
games begins questioning

his family's perspectives
about his grandfather's

heroism when he uncovers
the rest of the story.

Winterborne Home for
Vengeance & Valor, by Ally
Carter
After years in foster care,
April gets to live in a
mansion where she and
four other children are
caught up in a mystery
related to a missing heir, a
lost legacy, and the
Phantom.
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It's not easy living with a bear, 
but one little boy learns that 
sometimes, a bear in the family 
can end up to be the best thing 
in the world

The Bear In My Family 
by Maya Tatsukawa

Bedtime Bonnet
by Nancy Amanda Redd
A celebration of family and 
nighttime Black hair traditions 
features a little girl whose 
multi-generational family 
members get ready for bed by 
putting on durags, wraps, caps 
and scarves while she searches 
everywhere for her missing braid 
bonnet.

Black is a Rainbow Color
by Angela Joy
A child reflects on the meaning 
of being Black in this anthem 
about a people, a culture, a 
history, and a legacy that lives 
on"-- Provided by publisher. 
Includes historical and cultural 
notes, song list, and two poems.

The Camping Trip
by Jennifer K. Mann

Accompanying her aunt and 
cousin on an exciting 
weekend camping trip, 
Ernestine finds the activities 
of setting up a tent and 
fishing more challenging 
than anticipated and 
struggles to feel comfortable 
while sleeping under the 
stars.

The Chicken Who Couldn’t
by Jan Thomas
It has not been a good day for 
Chicken. He went to the fair 
with Farmer, but didn't win even 
one ribbon. And on the way 
home, the road is so bumpy 
that Farmer's truck knocks 
Chicken right out! He's been 
left behind! It's the end for 
Chicken. Surely, he can't walk 
all the way home. Or avoid the 
hungry fox along the way. Or 
maybe he can?

Eyes That Kiss In the Corners
by Joanna Ho

A young Asian girl notices that 
her eyes look different from 
her peers but by drawing from 
the strength of the powerful 
women in her life, she 
recognizes her own beauty 
and discovers a path to 
self-love and empowerment.

Facts vs. Opinions vs. Robots
by Michael Rex
A laugh-out-loud, timely 
conversation about the 
differences between facts and 
opinions explains how to tell 
them apart, the importance of 
listening and the role that 
seeking further information plays 
in establishing truth.

Harlem Grown: How One Big Idea 
Transformed a Neighborhood

by Tony Hillery

Once there was a lot full 
of trash. Now there is a 
lush, green farm. This is 
the story of Harlem 
Grown, a garden in New 
York City.



Home for a While
by Lauren Kerstein
Calvin has lived in many 
houses that never felt like 
home, but Maggie, his new 
foster mother, helps him 
deal with his emotions 
when he misbehaves, and 
still offers hugs.

If You Come to Earth
by Sophie Blackall

In this picture book, a boy 
writes a letter to an 
imagined alien, explaining 
all the things he will need 
to know about Earth and 
the people who live 
here--and adding a 
postscript asking what the 
alien might look like.

Lift
By Minh Le
Iris, who has always been 
the one to push the 
elevator button, is 
displeased when her little 
brother starts to do it before 
she gets chance, so she 
uses a discarded button to 
take her someplace 
else--anyplace else.

Memoirs of a Tortoise
by Devin Scillian

Oliver the tortoise looks 
back on his happy life as 
he wonders why his pet 
human, Ike, who he has 
had for eighty years, has 
stopped visiting the 
garden.

Milo Imagines the World
by Matt De La Pena

While Milo and his sister 
travel to a detention 
center to visit their 
incarcerated mother, he 
observes strangers on the 
subway and draws what 
he imagines their lives to 
be.

The Oboe Goes Boom Boom Boom
by Colleen A. F. Veneable

The band director knows 
everything about all the 
instruments, and he can't wait 
to help find the perfect one for 
you. But an irrepressible young 
girl keeps interrupting with 
enthusiastic BOOM BOOM 
BOOMS on her drum. At least 
until the band director 
introduces one instrument 
that's even louder.

Old Rock (Is Not Boring)
by Debbie Pilutti

Old Rock has been sitting in 
the same spot in the pine 
forest for as long as anyone 
can remember. Spotted 
Beetle, Tall Pine, and 
Hummingbird think just sitting 
there must be boring, but 
they are in for a wonderful 
surprise.

Ronan, the Librarian
by Tara Luebbe and Becky Cattie
A mighty barbarian 
transforms from a 
rough-and-tumble warrior 
to a book lover when he 
discovers his first story, 
rendering his fellow 
barbarians skeptical 
about his newfound 
passion for reading.

Stompin’ at the Savoy
by Moira Rose Donohue
Black American jazz 
drummer William Henry 
"Chick" Webb led one of 
the big bands of the swing 
era, earning him the 
nickname the "King of the 
Savoy.".

Swish!: The Slam-dunking, Alley-ooping, 
High-Flying Harlem Globetrotters

by Suzanne Slade
Presents the history of the 
Harlem Globetrotters, from 
their inception as a 
Chicago basketball team 
and their development into 
the Globetrotters to their 
growth into an 
international phenomenon.

This Way, Charlie
By Caron Levis

Jack, a gruff goat who 
prefers to be left alone in 
his home on the Open Bud 
Ranch, overcomes a 
bumpy start to forge an 
unlikely bond with 
newcomer Charlie, a blind 
horse that Jack guides to a 
favorite sunlit field.

Unstoppable
by Adam Rex

When a bird and a crab team 
up to combine the advantages 
of flight and claws, it gives 
them an idea: why not expand 
the team to include other 
animals who have a special 
trait--and soon they all set out 
to rescue their lake from 
development, because united 
together they are unstoppable.
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